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Enhancing Oracy in the Classroom: Strategies from Voice 21 and Oracy Cambridge
Talk Rules
Establish clear guidelines for effective communication, such as active listening, turn-taking, and respectful dialogue. Display these rules prominently and refer to them during discussions to reinforce expectations.
Discussion Guidelines
Co-create discussion guidelines with students to set expectations for classroom talk. Encourage practices like inviting others into discussions and building on peers' ideas to ensure all voices are heard.
Talk Tokens
Provide students with a set number of tokens representing their opportunities to contribute during a discussion. This encourages thoughtful participation and ensures equitable involvement.
Philosophical Inquiry
Engage students in discussions about big ideas or ethical dilemmas. This promotes critical thinking, deepens understanding, and encourages students to articulate their reasoning.
Presentational Talk
Teach students the skills needed for effective public speaking, such as clarity, pacing, and audience engagement. Provide opportunities for students to practice these skills through presentations or speeches.
Debate Club
Organize regular debates on various topics, allowing students to research, prepare arguments, and engage in structured discussions. This enhances their ability to articulate ideas, use persuasive language, and consider opposing viewpoints.
Oracy Passports
Implement 'Oracy Passports' to set expectations around oracy at school and embed it throughout the curriculum. This tool can help track students' progress in developing their speaking and listening skills.
Talk Detectives
Assign students the role of 'Talk Detectives' during discussions, where they observe and provide feedback on their peers' use of discussion guidelines. This encourages metacognition and reinforces effective communication practices.
Exploratory Talk
Encourage students to engage in exploratory talk, where they collaboratively build understanding through dialogue. This involves sharing ideas, challenging assumptions, and reasoning together to deepen comprehension.
Listening Ladder
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use the Listening Ladder to teach students the different levels of listening, from passive to active engagement. In pairs, one student shares an idea while the other practices active listening techniques, then they switch roles. This helps students become more aware of their listening habits and improve their active listening skills.
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