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Using Evidence-Based Talk Strategies in the Classroom
Research from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) and the Research Schools Network highlights the importance of structured talk in supporting pupil learning. Oral language approaches have been shown to improve pupils’ comprehension, vocabulary development, and overall academic outcomes. Below, we outline five key approaches derived from this research, followed by a set of practical classroom activities designed to implement these strategies.
Key Approaches Identified by the EEF and Research Schools Network
1. Structured Questioning
EEF guidance emphasizes the importance of well-designed questioning frameworks, such as Bloom's Taxonomy, to promote deeper thinking and vocabulary use. Teachers should use open-ended questions that encourage pupils to explain, justify, and evaluate.
Reference: Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). ‘Oral Language Interventions’, Teaching & Learning Toolkit. Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
2. Dialogic Teaching
EEF research supports the use of dialogic teaching, where structured talk ( e.g. back and forth between speakers to seek clarity) is used to develop reasoning, understanding, and application of subject knowledge. This method requires explicit modelling of discussion techniques by teachers.
Reference: Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). ‘Developing Effective Classroom Discussion’, Evidence Review. Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/EEF_Lit_Review_Dialogic_Teaching.pdf
3. Collaborative Learning
Small group discussions allow students to apply new vocabulary in context. EEF research suggests that peer discussions enhance comprehension, with pupils benefiting from structured interactions where they build on each other's ideas.
Reference: Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). ‘Collaborative Learning Approaches’, Teaching & Learning Toolkit. Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/collaborative-learning-approaches
4. Vocabulary Enrichment
Explicit vocabulary instruction, where students engage with new words through multiple contexts, has been identified as a high-impact strategy. Research recommends activities that encourage pupils to define, explore, and use words in their discussions.
Reference: Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). ‘Improving Literacy in Key Stage 2’, Guidance Report. Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2
5. Purposeful Dialogue
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ensuring that classroom talk is purposeful, relevant, and linked to learning objectives is key. EEF highlights that teachers should structure talk opportunities to ensure depth and progression.
Reference: Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). ‘Putting Evidence to Work: A School’s Guide to Implementation’, Guidance Report. Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/implementation

Practical Activities to Implement Talk Strategies
1. Vocabulary Hot Seat
A pupil sits at the front of the room with their back to a key vocabulary word displayed on the board. The rest of the class provides clues without saying the word. This activity supports vocabulary application and discussion.
2. Picture Descriptions
Students describe an image in detail, using newly introduced vocabulary. This exercise strengthens observation skills and descriptive language use.
3. Think-Aloud Pair Problem Solving
Pairs work through a problem by verbalizing their thinking. This encourages metacognition and allows students to hear different approaches.
4. Socratic Seminars
Students engage in structured discussions on a topic, using reasoning and evidence. Teachers act as facilitators, prompting deeper engagement.
5. Jigsaw Discussions
Each student researches one aspect of a topic, then teaches it to their peers. This method encourages ownership of learning and precise language use.
6. Role-Playing Social Scenarios
Students practice speaking in real-world situations (e.g., ordering food, conducting an interview), helping them refine conversational skills and confidence.
7. Emotion Conversation Cards
Using cards with different emotions, students describe situations that might evoke those feelings. This enhances emotional vocabulary and expression.
8. Elevator Speeches
Students prepare short, focused explanations of a topic, simulating a quick yet informative discussion.
9. Total Physical Response (TPR)
Students pair physical movement with vocabulary learning, reinforcing retention.
10. Story Circles
Pupils take turns adding to a shared story, encouraging creativity and clear articulation.
By embedding these talk strategies and activities into everyday teaching, teachers can enhance pupils' vocabulary, reasoning, and engagement. The structured use of discussion and collaborative talk improves learning outcomes and strengthens pupils’ confidence in spoken language.
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