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Think-Pair-Share
Students first think individually about a question or problem, then pair up to discuss their thoughts, and finally share their conclusions with the larger group. This method encourages individual reflection, verbal communication, and collaborative learning. It has been shown to enhance students' understanding and retention of material. 
Edutopia

Talking Points
Present students with provocative or open-ended statements related to the lesson's topic. In pairs or small groups, students discuss these statements, encouraging them to articulate their reasoning and consider different perspectives. This activity promotes critical thinking and deepens understanding. 
Oracy Cambridge

Listening Ladder
Use the Listening Ladder to teach students the different levels of listening, from passive to active engagement. In pairs, one student shares an idea while the other practices active listening techniques, then they switch roles. This helps students become more aware of their listening habits and improve their active listening skills. 
Voice 21
Group Discussion Guidelines
Collaboratively establish a set of guidelines with students that promote effective group discussions, such as taking turns, asking clarifying questions, and building on others' ideas. Display these guidelines during group activities to reinforce positive communication behaviors. 
Oracy Cambridge

Storytelling Circles
In small groups, students take turns telling parts of a story, building upon each other's contributions. This activity fosters creativity, active listening, and collaborative narrative skills. 
Voice 21  (Great for collaboratively developing explanations of processes too)

Oracy Role Cards
Provide students with role cards that assign specific communication responsibilities during group discussions, such as summarizer, questioner, or challenger. This ensures diverse participation and helps students practice different aspects of effective communication. 
Oracy Cambridge
Talk Detectives
Assign students the role of 'Talk Detectives' during discussions, where they observe and provide feedback on their peers' use of discussion guidelines. This encourages metacognition and reinforces effective communication practices. 
Voice 21


Fishbowl Discussions
Arrange a small group of students in an inner circle to discuss a topic while the rest of the class observes from an outer circle. After the discussion, observers provide feedback on the communication strategies used, and roles are then switched. This allows students to reflect on effective discussion techniques. 
Oracy Cambridge
Talk Tokens
Provide students with a set number of tokens representing their opportunities to contribute during a discussion. This encourages thoughtful participation and ensures equitable involvement. 
Voice 21
Presentational Talk
Teach students the skills needed for effective public speaking, such as clarity, pacing, and audience engagement. Provide opportunities for students to practice these skills through presentations or speeches. 
Oracy Cambridge

Exploratory Talk
Encourage students to engage in exploratory talk, where they collaboratively build understanding through dialogue. This involves sharing ideas, challenging assumptions, and reasoning together to deepen comprehension. 
Oracy Cambridge   - How can providing sentence stems for questioning keep this focussed and effective?


