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SuLLY OAE

Selly Oak developed as a snall hanlet on the gouth side of
Birminghen at the crossing of two main roads, the Bristol Road and Osk
Tree ana Harborne Lanes,

Jristel Road is a probable site of the Upper Saltway, a Roman
Road, running from NDroitwich to the Lincolnshire coast, (Excavations
uncovered Ronan coins end an aquedvet in Northfield alongside the
Bristol Noad!}

Qak Tree Lane was possibly a part of the great Roman road,
Rycknield St, wiich ran fron Alcester via Stirchley to Birminghan.
This lane may alsc be part of an o0ld British Trackway which ren fron
Wychall to Bigbeston,

Certeinly there vas a hamlet at the junction of these two
inportant roads by 1085 - as "iscelie™ is mentioned in the Dormesday
Book az being worth four hides. In the Curia Regis Rolls (1204)
Gervase de 3elvele (or Selleg) is referred to,

dan7 other ideas have been put forward concerning the
origin of the nare, such as 3el Ley (salt way throush a meadow), Sele
Leab (clear ing with & building) and Selig (or Holy) Oak , under
which gwyuidieal worship took place. !None can be verified but the addition
ci "oak", certainly came from the monster oak tree which grew at the

cruss roads for pany years.

Selly Oak rust have renasined very much a village until the
late eigliteenth century when the coring of the canals increassed its
inportcance, ot only did the village stand at the junction of two
roacs, but also of two canals (the ‘orcester-Birninghar and {the Dudley
carals).

The canais attracted industries and by 1860 both the Birmingham
Battery and Metal Tonpany ard Tllictt's letal Comnany were estnblished in
Selly Ock plus rany smaller factories. The resultant trade meant that
the size of Selly Oal: incrersed rapidly; from 1500 in 1861 to 5,001in
1881 to 16,000 in 1901,

The viliage had changed intc an indugtrial town and has
remnained almost unchanged tutil now. However, plans to widen the
Bristol Road will aimost certainly affect the character of the area as
a good deal of it is likely to he denolished. It is possible that the
40 years until 2010 cculd change Selly Oek as nuch as the 20 years from
1860 to 1920,

This guide was researched and written by the teachers
and chilaren of Water [fili Primary School, helped by
the knowledge of 321lly Oak residents and the resources
of the Local Studies Library,



Stert ot Uater Mill Primary School
alk along Jater 1Hill Cloze.

The school and houses are built on the site of the 0ld Harborne
Reservoir, The reservoir was built at the time of the building
of the Dudley Canal in 1798. It was filled in in 1957 and

the Dournbrook was diverted to flow throuzh the centre of the
original reservoir bed.

The houses in Water Mill Close were built in 1972-73

hat yeer was the school built ?

—
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Look at the coat of arms on the lamp post cutside the school gate,
Conpare this with other lamp posts you see later.

Look at the fire nydrant, gas and electricity covers alons the road.
‘hat letters are on the stop cock cover ?

At the top of Vater 1iill Close turn right into Reservoir Road,

Fron the corner you can see several different types of houses.
Yrite down the mumber of one of each type.

Terraced . Semi—detached._

— i ————

Detached __ Flat

Outside the flats is a sewerage chimney. It looks like a lanp post,
Can you fird it ?
That is on the top of it ?

Cross the road,

Ixamine the lamp posts. Look for any sizns that they may once have
been gas lights.
rite down anything you notice,

Continue up Reservoir Road until you reach the Gully on the left between
houses 189 and 191

Turn left and walk right along to the end of the Gully,

The Gully has been used as 2 pathway for many years, probably
at least 200. It led to Yeoley Park Farm which was at one time
owned by the Ledsam family and which stood on land vhich is now
part of Selly Oak Park.
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1. Water Nill Primary School 7. St. Mary's Church
2. The "Gully" 8. Bristol Road

3. Dudley Canal (remains of) 9. 0ak Tree Lane

4. Docks Bridge 10. Lottie Road i
5. Gibbinas Road 11. The Dingle

6. Lodgo Hill Road 12, Harborne Lane

This is a map of the whole trail. Some of the main landmarks you will
pass are marked on this map, ‘

The trail crosses several busy roads. Where directed, cross at the
traffic lights., If there are no lights, use the Green Cross Code,

part of the trail follows the Voroester-Biminghan Canal. Canals oan:
be dangerous ﬁlaces, keep away from the edge,



3.0t at the end of the end of the Gully. Therc you will find the dried up bed
of the Tudley Canal.

This canal led from a2 junction of the “orcester to Birminghan
Canal in Selly Oak to Dudley.

The length of the Canal was 11 niles. The first engineer was
Josieh Clowes and he carned £3.15s a day. The canal opened in
1798, It went through the Lavael Tunnel which goes under
Bartley Green %irls School and is over 2 miles long. The
ro0f cf the tunnel fell in thus causing the closure of
the canal and nothing can be secn of the tunnel entrances today.
Iron, coal and lirestone was mainly carried on the boats.

The builling of tle canal brought more trade and industry to
Seliy Oalz. By the middle of the 19th Century the village

was To hacome almcst the size of a small town.

Looic &t the rows of bricks set in the bank opposite the end of the Gully,
Inzse are the renains of a drawbridge that carried a path to ‘eoley Parl
Fari whers *he Farlr now is.

The tow-path ran on the left as you look towards the park,
hat was the tow-path used for ?
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Tollow the bed of the canal towards Selly Oak Dark,

You will come to a building inside a high wooden fence.
“Inat is this building °

—— e ———— o & i A ————r— e A 8w+ 4 e — — . o s o amm

Poliow th2 bed o° the canal 2long the edge of the park,

Hrge the inleresting trees that grow here.
Tne land vhich is now the Park was at one time owred by a Hrs
Gibbins who gave it to Kings Norton Urban District Council for
use as a fark in 1899 hen she died in 1913 the rest of
the Yark was donated by her sons, Gibbins Road was later
naned after the family., It was »reviously part of the land
belonging to eoley Park Famm and at one time owned by the
Ledsnais who were a well known Selly Calr farmily in the 16th Century,

Tollov the canal until you conc to the old bridge.
This bridge was built at the same time as the canal.
It carried a path from Harborne Lene to Wecley Park Fam which
uscd to stand near the pavilion in the »parlk.

What is the bridge made cf ?

That is on the *top of the wall ?

. A & e . na mAR S e e ——— A e A i 8 A

Laok over the bridge, Note how the canal narrows. It wes just wide
encugh here to allow two boats to pass.

Look in the tow-path wall, You will see pieces of iron, These carried
a wooden bumper to prevent the wall being denaged by boats.

The tow-path can clearly be seen going under the bridge.
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Staud on the o0ld bridge and lock towards the never bridre.

I Conplete the sketch

How rany differences arc thare between the bridge you are standing on

anc the newer bridge?

—————— . —— . r—— . o - o = 4.

The newer bridge has taken the place of an older one which was just
like the cne you are standing on. It was called Docks Bridge
because nearby vas e dry dock where boats were repaired. The old
bridge was brick, In 1927 Liarborne Lane was condemned, so & new
bridge was neeced, They left the cld bridge so that the vshicles
would be able tc pass while the new bridge was being built and
it wes Imccked down after the new bridge was built. The nevw
bridge was made of corcrete,

Fronn the bridge wturr left alongs the path that folleows the canal towards Gibbins 20ad,

The large glaciel boulder on the left was a piece of volcanic

rock carried by ice movenent from North Wales nillions of

years ago. There arzs several of them arourd the Birmingham area,

Follow the rath to Gibbirs Road, stop andl lcok at the houses on the opnosite
side of <he road, near the Harborne Lane and Gibbins Road junction.

tthen were they built °

i s e e mE A e LA A o

Look carefully at the differernces between the two tyves of houses and the
houses further up ths hill, Iist =211 the differences you can seec in the
windovs,
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on the right is the grave of one of the Blliot fanily.
Uhich one and when did he die?
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Therc is the Stone House
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Opposite the church door into the tower is a large grave with an ~nchor
on it., ho was the man ?

- —

TThy do you think he has an anchor on his grovestone ?
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Turn left and walk across the lawn to the far side of the graveyard,

Look for the grave of William Chambers, He was Verger at the Church
for 41 years and never nissed a service,

Go down the path around the Church to the left,

Look for a small gravestone behind a tree just off to the right of the
Path. It is the grave of Beete Jukes F.,R.S, It has a large piece of
rough stone on top of it.

Uhat does the inscrintion say ?

- ——— i ———— - . w4 e mm s s s aes - - e e wi D I I R e .

Does this help you to say why there should be & stone on top ?
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How conpere the doors. e e e
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Continue u» Gilbins Road on the rirsht-hand side.

Look in the hedge for fire hydrant sioms,
Compare the shapes of the two sigms. 'Mhich is the older one ?

A . — —————— 2.t . 3 o

5top at the main gate to the Fark.

Look ot the gate house. “hat date was it built ?

e ——— o~ —  —— 0

Turn teo your left and look ot the tree stump near the gate house.

This is the stump of the Oak Tree which uséd to stand by Selly Ozk
Village Green (ot the junction of the Outer Circle at O-k Trece
Lane and Bristol Road) The tree was felled when it was of such

a size that it was a danger to traffic snd in 1905 the stunp

was placed in the Park,

One of the stories concerning the origin of the nane "Selly Ozk™
describes a witch naned Sarah or 3ally beinz hung and buried at
the cross roads with an oal stake driven through her heart. ron

the stiep the nonster oak is sunposed to have growm.

Vhat is the inscription on the netal plate fixed to the stunp ?
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What do the letters XN D ¢ stand for?
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Continue up Gibbins Road until you see the sign for Lodge Hill Road and turn right,

Fron the corner look at the shire of St. Mary's Church and look at
the weathercock on top.,

Continue along Lodge Hill Road until vou reach a pathway on the right which leads
to 5t. Mery's Churchyard,

St. Iiary's Church and Cenmetry were ovened in 1861, The noney to
build the church was raised by loczl businessnen (among then the
01liot, Halward and Ledsan fanilies, nany of whon ore buried

in the graveyard.,)

Continue up the path towards the church, looking for each of the graves nentioned

below,
Just pst the gateway on the right is a grave in which a small child

o

was buried, How old was she ¢

Look for & headstone on your left //// \\\\
T4V
{ \

which is this shape
C ==

\J U/

What is written on it ?




Continue to follow the path right around the church to the front norch.
Stand back to get a good view of the church and then turn to look at the
Lych Gate.

hat building materials were used ?

e —— . — e e p—

Hotice the tiling on the roof. Look at the pattern, Look at the
roof of the Lych Gate, Vhat do you notice?

-————————— et

Look for this pattern on the church and Lych Gate,

T

How many different shaped windows can you see?
(Don't forget to look at the windows in the spire)

Walk over to the porch,

Vhat were the pieces of metal by the doorway used for?

-

Look at the small carved ball-shaped decorations both inside and outside
the porch.

alk from the church to the Lych Gate, through the Lych Gate and straight down
the drive to the Bristol ?0ad.
Turn left towards Selly Oak. Walk down to just past wherec the road narrovs,
Iook at the large,o0ld semi-detached houses on the opposite side of the road,
Apert from the one at the far end, they were all built between
1902 and 1907 and each hod a nane such as St. Ives, 5t., Leonards,
Hillesden and lMilcote.

Look at the decorative brickwork and compare the different porches.

The last house before Langleys Road is called Bonshaw House
and was built in about 1890,

What is unusual about the chinneys ?
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“alk dovn the left~hand side of the Dristol Road to the o0ld 3t. Ilary's School,

The first building was the sandstone one by the road, built

in 1860. It was irtended to hold 252 children, but opened with
only /43. The children were all ages from 4 to 14 and were all
taught in the one small building. In 1880 the brick buildings
were built and the Infants noved into then., In 1396 a new
school was built for the Secondary children and so St. llary's
was left for the Juniors and Infants. In 1908 the gandstone
building was danaged in a gale and in 1912 was condemned by
the Toard of Iducation, In 1967 a new Junior and Infant School
was builv in Frederick Road and the old Bristol Doad buildings
were kept to use as an annexe when the new St. llery's school
was over—full,

Look at the roof, ‘'here have you seen this pattern before?
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ire there any other patterns or shapes which you saw at the Church ?
Yhat are they ?

- — T ——— s

Jhy do you think there should be so mony similarities between the
church and the school ?

Look across the road to the two large old semi-detached houses on the corner.

These were built about 100 years ago and were known as
Lansdowne Villas,

Look at the porch, tUhat shape is its top?

alk down the road to the traffic 1lights and onto the island
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This used to be the orizinal village green end the centre
of village life,

Look towards Harborne Lone

On the corner is the Ock Inn which was built at least 130 years ago.
Next to it, crossing both the Horborne Lane and the Bristol Road,
were Toll Bars. (many stretches of roads used to be privately
owned and o toll had to be paid before entering the road. A

Toll Bar was a gete which prevented entry until you had paid)

The Ock Inn had three doors and its was common practice to enter
from the Northfield side door and leave by the Selly Oal or
Harborne side door and so not pay the toll.

One story, kmowm to a few older people in Selly Cak, but not
backed by writien evidence, tells of a farmer returning fronm
Northfield who, having stopred at several inns on the woy,
decided to evade the payment of the Toll by also stopring at

The Ock. Unfortunately he tool: his horse and cart into the

pub with hin and jamed it firmly in the doorway,

Turn to look at the corner of 0=k Tree Lane and Bristol Road.
The Selly Oak tree stood about where the cafe now is until 1906,

On the island itself, look at the signpost.
Draw the design on its base,

Cross the road at the lights and walk up Ock Tree Lane towards Selly Oak Hospital
to the corner of Katie Road.

hat are the names carved on the plaques on the houses above the shons
in Oak Tree Lene ?
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Turn left into Kotie Road and immediately left cgain into Lottie Road.

These houses were built between 1875 and 1895 for the workpmeople
from Dlliot's factory in Elliott Rd, Lottie, Katie and Winnie
Roads were named after the daughters of lir. Henry Elliott.




lall down the left hand side of Lottie oad.

Complete this sketch by writing in the date ot which each block of
nouses was built and the name of each block,
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cmpare the three different shapes of door frames and mouldings, Notice -
that each moulding on the 1891 houses has 2 different pattern,

Yallk Cova to the erd of TLottie Road, stop and lool: across Flliott Road to the
factory arec,

Ellictt's factory was moved fron the city centre tc Selly Cak
in 1853 by Ilr, Villain Elliott and took over the ocld Sturgess
Chenical Vorks. He had two sons, Henry and Frederick.

Frederick died young anéd so Ilenry tock over the firm. The
factory growth was resporsible for a good deal of the nopulation
grouth in Selly Qak in the 188C's and so for nmwech new housing.

At verious tines &ll of the following were manufactured there:
Jerner silver, silver wire, brass and cover wire, pins and

shoe rivets, electrical cnbles, copoer and brass sheet and strin
and copper tottoned vessel sheathing,

The factory covered a large area of ground but the building
opposite Tottie Noad and o few nmore are all that remain,

The factory was used for punitions naking durins the last war and
since then has chenged hands several tinss.

Turn left into Biliott Lcad., Cress the road and walk down the right hond side
of [llio%t% Road to the Bristol Road. Turn right crto the Bristol Road,

The derelict bnildiny on the corner is 3t, Joha's Church.
This was a esleyan lfethodist Chapel built in 1877 to renlace
an earlier chapel built 1n 18635, It was used as a chanrel
antil 1957

Coupletz the sketch to compare the chapel when it was first built ond now.
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+2 AT Darts oi the builling: woule tali you it was a Church °

the hotton of the Ningle on your left is the site of the old
ly Calr Mre 3tation., Sone of the old buildinms can still be scen.,

At the botton of the Dingle, you will come to the orcester— Birminghen Canal,
[ i,
Stop here,

~ork was bermn on the canal in 1791 and it was finally opened
in 1815. The tot:l cost was 2610,000, It is 7O miles long
and has 58 locks betuveen Torcester and Birminghan,
L ponnnlet of 1790 gaid:

"The roads in the country through vhich this canal

is to pass are intolerably bed!
The canal is still open today.

From the botton of the Dingle, look left,

This is the direction to Birmingham
You will see a bridge.

.

‘et road goes over the bridge ?

——— mit e e

Turn right and walk along the towpath,

On your right behind the high wall is #lliott's factory. Look at the
iron ciamp that helns to hold the wall up, liake a drawing of it,

You will soon come to some roilings by the towpath., This is a low bridge.
Under the bridze is a turn off from the nain canal,

£t one time this used to go through the wall on your right
into Elliott's factory so that the boats could load and unload
inside the frctory.

The orizinal bridge would have been much higher to allow
boats to pass underneath,



As you walls along the canal loclz for waere the cennl sudlenly widcns.

This is o winding hole or turning place where the narrow boats
could turn, 1ilost narrow boats were 22 netres lonz and
would be unable to turn except ot speciclly widened places.

Continue walldng and you will come to more railings and o sccond side
turning into Tlliott's, If you look carefully at the factory wall the
line of the old hunp-backed bridge can still be seen, It is difficult
to see but keev trying.

Why do you think these side turnings are no longer used ?

——
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That do Elliott's transport their goods in now 7
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Walls further along the towpath.

You will come to some iron rings set into the side of the canal

That were these for ?
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Look at the large building by the rings.

This is a warehouse, at one time used by the Elliott factory.
Goods were unloaded from boats by hoists. The remains of the
hoist can still be seen, They are the metal girders which have
been cut off but are still sticking out of the brickwork,
Cargoes were unloaded and loaded through the large dcor which
hag now been covered in,

Yalk a short distance down the towpath,
Look for the remnins of an old nerrow boat on the side of the canzal,
This is only part of a narrow boat. ihen it was in use it would have
been 22 nmnetres long and 2 nmetres wide.

What material is it made fron ?

- -a

What is used to hold the timbers together ?
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slmnost opposite the narrow boat on the other side of “h12 comal is anothar
side turning vhich goes uvnder the railway, This hos bozn fenced off and

is no longer used.

Look at the bridge where the railway crosses the canal, ‘hat is it nade of?

A St s v e e temmmas B s Cewna e mm e s e e = s e o= .

Wouid there be rooi: for two boats to pass under the bridge ?

You will now have to turn round and walk bhack along the towpath and bacl up the
Dingie until you come %o the traffic lights at the top by 3t. John's Church.
Cross at the traffic ligzhts %o the "iough and Harrow Pub,

Icok at the engraving on the windows.,
Look ot the mouldirgs around the doors and under the roof,

alk down Crapel Iene,

Look for the street sign on the wall saying "Chapel Lane” Hov is
it differont from all fthe other ztrect signs ?

. v v 84 e i s =Y B e i e GGt Sl oo At

Crossing Chapel Lane by the pub used to be the third toll gate in
Selly Oak (the fourth was at Bristol noad by the University)

What is the blue machine cn the left of the path °?
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Who uses =t 7

HJaik further down Chazel Lane.
There is a large factory on your right. This continues down to the botton
of Chapel Lane. Vallr down to the lerge gates to find out which

facltory it is.
Jrite down the nare and what is made there.
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200k azross Harborne Lene fror Chapel lLaue.

Opposite ycu is the Bus Denot whizh used to be the tran depot for trans
on the 3iiminghan t5 Lickey Hills rcute.

alk along the road to the top of the bridge over the disused canal,

Tiis is Docks bridge which you previously saw fron the old bridge in
Selly Ozk Park.

If you lock back the way you came ycu can see 2 factory chinney with the
letters B.B.I,C, on it, ihat do they nmean ?
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Locking over the b
Tower (nicknoned B
Joserh Chanberlain

‘e to the right, you can see the Urniversity Clock
iz Joe, because of the University connection with
) 2nd the ueen Slizabeth Hospitel.

b [
o

Crcss the rord on the bridge and walk down Ilarborne Lane, past the Prri Todge
to the corner of Reservoir Recad,

“'hen were Tengnaw Villas built ?

D e T S ——

That letteriny is on the front of the pillar box set in the wall at the
correr of Reservoir Road ?

‘That do the letiers 2 I V11 -menn
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Turn left into Reservoir Road,

Look ot the terracel houses on your left arnd right and then at the
seni-detoched houses further on .

‘Thich were built in 102 and vhich in 1952 ¢

Terraced B

Senis

e e timesaie s e e e - s mm emea aem———

Tallt up Zeservoir Road until you reach the right turning to ’ater MHill Close,

As you gc along Reservoir Road look for the water stop cocks,
Does each house have its own ?

Vhat are they for °

e — i — . & - e —

Look also for the rietal covers for zas and other services.,

Turn right into Water 11311 Close and return to Uater i1l Prinmary School,
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EXTRACTS FROM ILR I'CE ROGISTINS ™00 5T, IURY'S CHURCH
1862 ~ & 1952 - 6
l'en “Toren llen Tonen

: IInchine Tool 3 Telephonist 2
Coachbuilder -
Yarehousenan Yorks Dtudy Officer Crocery ‘ssistant
23 Pastiore echanic 2 Secretary 6
2 Vinedrawvers “acineer 3 Coshier 3
lanp maker Llectrician Telenhonist
stocking weaver servent éiau:';htsne.n A Lab, iscistont
Captain 107th.Lesion VAT Canevorlk
Comrercicl traveller P i W ’
Cresor Cabinet liaker Hairdresser 2
Diotigiss Cardenter Shon Assistant
Sni%h Tainter and Decorotor linchine Operator
Brush iaker Dressnaker gt o v Lect‘nru‘
o< Chemist 2 Clerk 6 _
S o Tab, Assistant Cormtorieter Oper—
Horse Dealer 2 etor
[lanufacturer gruck 1?nver .,Bmk Clerk
3 Tahourers 1pe Fitter Pocker
locks 4 th R e, Officer Receptionist
But chei' Youth lecder .
Carter Donestic ‘ervant ggoﬁaker
Corn dealer i .
noller Tlvnber
Ixtroct fror Zelly's Directory, published in 1872:
Tonulntion:
1861 341 houses A83 1n11abitants
1871 591 houses 2854
188t 5069 '
1891 - 7595 : Parish
1901 fraze *
1912 25155 5 Selly uax
1921 30073 Welp lard
1951 28548 L

Kelly's Directories of Birminghan ’
“hite's Directories of Birmingham T
"The History of Selly Oak" Leonard 1S33 S
“A Hundred Years at St. Mary's" :
Vic‘tom History of Varwick Volumn 7 :
Local Studies Library - photos, naps, news cut.w m
D:Lred‘ﬁou‘ of Street Nanes
“Birninghan Parks and Gardens"
"History of Birminghan Parks" X
f the West Hidlands" Mold )
ale mp efm




