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Optional Homework & Inspiration Ideas for Parents

These activities are linked to our current theme in school and are designed to be fun, flexible and engaging. They are completely optional – please feel free to choose the ones that interest your child most. They include a mix of written, practical and visit-based activities, with local free/low-cost suggestions where possible.

Theme 1 – Where’s Home?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Write a postcard from your child’s point of view to a friend or relative describing their home and favourite places.
	

	Written
	Create a “top 5 things about Birmingham” leaflet.
	

	Practical
	Create a fruit still-life picture at home using pencils, crayons, or pastels – inspired by Van Gogh.
	

	Practical
	Make a repeated pattern print using cut fruit dipped in paint (like William Morris).
	

	Practical
	Interview a grandparent, neighbour or friend about how Birmingham has changed since they were young.
	

	Visit
	Explore the Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery’s free art collections – look for paintings and textile patterns.
	Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery (free)

	Visit
	Walk around your local area spotting different buildings, shops, and landmarks. Draw a simple map together.
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Theme 2 – Where does chocolate come from?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Create a fact file about the Cadbury family or chocolate’s journey from cocoa bean to bar.
	Cadbury’s website has free history pages.

	Written
	Write a short newspaper article about a new chocolate factory opening in your area.
	

	Practical
	Design and make a healthy chocolate-inspired Christmas decoration – draw your plan and list ingredients.
	

	Practical
	Invent a new chocolate bar and design its wrapper.
	

	Practical
	Make a tally chart of your family’s favourite healthy snacks.
	

	Visit
	Take a walk around Bournville village to spot the different building styles and green spaces.
	Bournville (free to explore)

	Visit
	Explore the displays at the Library of Birmingham on local history.
	Library of Birmingham (free)
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Theme 3 – Time for a Voyage?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Write a short adventure story about a pirate’s journey.
	

	Written
	Create a “Top Facts” poster about a famous explorer.
	Use free online children’s history resources.

	Practical
	Build a small boat from recycled materials – test if it floats and can carry a small toy.
	

	Practical
	Draw and paint a ship in the style of Van Gogh or Turner, experimenting with colour to show mood.
	

	Practical
	Make a family treasure hunt using clues and a hand-drawn map.
	

	Visit
	Go to Birmingham Library and find an atlas or globe to explore continents and oceans.
	Library of Birmingham (free)

	Visit
	Walk along the Worcester & Birmingham Canal near Selly Oak and watch the boats go through locks.
	Selly Oak Canal section (free)
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Theme 4 – How does it grow?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Write step-by-step instructions for planting a seed.
	

	Written
	Create a riddle describing a plant without naming it.
	

	Practical
	Plant seeds in a pot or garden patch – keep a photo diary of changes each week.
	

	Practical
	Take photos of flowers or plants at different stages of growth – talk about what they need to grow.
	

	Practical
	Make a flower collage from cut-up magazines or coloured paper.
	

	Visit
	Visit Winterbourne House & Garden to see a wide range of plants.
	Winterbourne House & Garden (small fee, free for children)

	Visit
	Go on a nature walk around the local park to spot different plants and trees.
	Cannon Hill Park / Cotteridge Park (free)
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Theme 5 – Who are my parents?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Write a persuasive letter to your local MP about an environmental issue.
	Find your MP at www.parliament.uk

	Written
	Create a nature “spotter’s checklist” and tick off animals or insects you see in a week.
	

	Practical
	Make a symmetrical butterfly picture using paint (fold paper to print the wings).
	

	Practical
	Research the life cycle of a frog or butterfly and make a model showing the stages.
	

	Practical
	Design your own beach bag – draw it and label the materials you would use.
	

	Visit
	Go pond dipping at Woodgate Valley Country Park.
	Woodgate Valley Country Park (free)

	Visit
	Visit Birmingham Wildlife Conservation Park to see animals and habitats.
	Small fee
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