This theme map provides an overview of the expected learning across the year. Learning may be adapted in response to the children’s interests, needs and next steps, while continuing to follow the EYFS curriculum.
	PRIME AREAS

	Communication and language
	Physical development
	Personal, social and emotional development

	Listening, Attention and Understanding
	Speaking
	Gross Motor Skills
	Fine motor skills
	Self-Regulation
	Managing Self
	Building Relationships

	Can I listen and respond while taking part in an activity?
Can I follow instructions involving two parts?
Can I listen to animal and minibeast stories with increasing attention?
Can I answer how and why questions about animals and lifecycles?
Can I understand and use positional words such as under, on top, behind and next to?
	Can I use new vocabulary linked to animals, minibeasts and lifecycles?
Can I describe what I notice about an animal or minibeast?
Can I talk about a past event, such as a visit, a walk or an experience?
Can I use story language when retelling a familiar story?
Can I explain my ideas using because?
	Revisit/ ongoing throughout the year - To develop overall body-strength, balance, coordination, and agility through use of outdoor play equipment.
	Can I talk about my feelings and the feelings of others?
Can I speak confidently in a familiar group?
Can I talk about my ideas, needs, wants and opinions?
Can I show sensitivity towards others?
Can I keep trying when learning is challenging?
	Can I describe myself positively and talk about my abilities?
Can I solve problems calmly?
Can I understand the difference between right and wrong?
Can I talk about why hygiene is important when handling animals?
Can I explain how exercise, sleep, food and hygiene help to keep me healthy?
	Can I initiate conversations with others?
Can I organise activities with my friends?
Can I demonstrate friendly behaviour?
Can I resolve simple conflicts with less adult support?
Can I take responsibility for caring for living things?

	
	
	Can I move safely in different ways, like animals and minibeasts?
Can I travel over, under and through small apparatus?
Can I balance on different body parts and equipment?
Can I show increasing control when throwing, catching, pushing, patting or kicking?
Can I work with a partner to cooperate and solve problems?
PE (The PE HUB) – Focus 
Cooperate & Solve Problems
Organise and match items, images, colours and symbols. Work with a partner to listen and share ideas and questions. Collect, distinguish and differentiate colours and create a shape as a team.
	Can I hold and use my pencil to form recognisable letters?
Can I develop increasing control when writing and drawing?
Can I use scissors to cut curved lines and simple shapes?
Can I use tools safely when making models or artwork?
Can I complete finger and hand exercises to build strength and control?
Kinetic letters Focus
Strength & Dexterity, Pairs & Numbers, Pencil Checks, Snuggling
	
	
	

	Characteristics of effective teaching and learning
	Reception [image: ]

Theme 4

What Magic Can We Find in
Animals and Minibeasts?
	Cultural capital

	Playing and exploring
	Active learning
	Creating and thinking critically
	
	British value and citizenship- Individual Liberty
We all have the right to have our own views.          We are all respected as individuals.              We feel safe to have a go at new activities. 
We understand and celebrate the fact that everyone is different.        Trip to a Farm- Ash End                          
St. David’s Day             St. Patrick’s Day                Easter
World Book Day        British Science Week            Mother’s Day 

	· What can I find out and explore?
· Can I use role play and small world to explore animals and minibeasts?
· Can I be brave and try new challenges?
	· Can I concentrate for a longer period of time?
· Can I keep trying when something is difficult?
· Can I feel proud of my learning?
	· Can I share my own ideas?
· Can I make links between animals, habitats and lifecycles?
· Can I plan different ways to investigate or solve a problem?
	
	

	SPECIFIC AREAS[image: ]


	Literacy
	Mathematics
	Understanding of the World
	Expressive arts and design

	Comprehension
	Word Reading
	Writing
	Number/ Numerical Pattern
	Past and Present
	People, Culture & Communities
	The Natural World
	Creating with Materials
	Being imaginative and Expressive

	Can I retell a story in the correct sequence?
Can I talk about my favourite part of a story, poem or non-fiction book?
Can I identify favourite characters, events or settings and explain why?
Can I use non-fiction books to find out about animals and minibeasts?
Can I predict what might happen next and explain my thinking?
	Can I read some letter groups that each represent one sound?
Can I blend sounds to read simple words, phrases and sentences?
Can I read words using Phase 2 and Phase 3 sounds?
Can I read some tricky words matched to our phonics learning?
Can I begin to read simple captions linked to animals and minibeasts?
	Can I use my phonics to write VC and CVC words?
Can I use Phase 2 and Phase 3 sounds in my writing?
Can I orally compose a sentence before writing it?
Can I hold my sentence in my head before writing?
Can I write labels, captions and simple facts about animals or minibeasts?
Can I sequence ideas using first, next, then and finally?
Can I use finger spaces between words?
Can I form clear, recognisable letters?
Can I write a simple sentence with support?
Can I read back my writing to check it makes sense?
	Number / Numerical Pattern
Can I order numbers to 10 and beyond?
Can I say the number before, after and between numbers to 10?
Can I compare numbers using greater than, less than and equal to?
Can I explore number bonds to 10?
Can I explore doubling, odd and even numbers through practical activities?
Can I use the vocabulary of adding and subtracting?

Shape, Space and Measure
Can I measure short periods of time in simple ways?
Can I use words linked to time, such as yesterday, tomorrow, before and after?
Can I solve positional problems using words such as under, behind and next to?
Can I sort and compare objects, animals or minibeasts in different ways?
Can I recognise and talk about coins in real-life play?
	Communication: What they notice about the environment where they live and understand the effect of the changing seasons on the natural world around them. Describe what they see, hear, and feel outside.
Observation: Explore the natural world around them and making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. Understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
	Can I explore collage, cutting, joining and shape?
Can I cut and arrange shapes to create an animal or minibeast picture?
Can I create a class collage linked to habitats or animals?
Can I use natural objects to make minibeasts?
Can I choose colours, textures and materials for a purpose?
Can I talk about how I made my artwork and what I might change?

Artist focus: Henri Matisse
Who was Henri Matisse?
What are cut-outs and collage?
Can I create a Matisse-inspired animal or minibeast collage?
Can I arrange shapes carefully to make a picture? 
	Can I use movement to show animal or minibeast actions?
Can I use props and small world resources to act out animal stories?
Can I play cooperatively as part of a group to develop a narrative?
Can I explore rhythm and sound linked to animals and minibeasts?
Can I perform songs, rhymes or movement for an audience? 

	
	
	
	
	Can I talk about a past event or experience?
Can I compare photographs from the past and present?
Can I talk about what is the same and different in past and present pictures?
Can I talk about Easter and new life?
Can I talk about how animals and people change as they grow?
	How do people care for animals?
Why is Mother’s Day or a special caring day important to some families?
Can I understand that children and families may enjoy different things?
Can I show respect for different views, interests and experiences?
Can I talk about a farm visit or animal visitor experience?
	Can I name different animals and minibeasts?
Can I talk about where animals and minibeasts live?
Can I describe simple animal features?
Can I observe and talk about lifecycles, such as caterpillar to butterfly or egg to chick?
Can I show care and concern for living things and their habitats?
Can I talk about how the weather and environment change in Spring?
	
	

	
	
	
	
	ICT
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Focus: Creating with iPads
Can I use a simple drawing app?                           Can I take a clear photograph with support?
Can I record my voice to explain a picture?        Can I create and share a digital picture or photo?
Online Safety:   Can I use an iPad safely with adult support?
Can I tell an adult if something on a device worries me?
	
	

	Diversity (Cultural Diversity) texts to be read throughout the term during story time sessions
	
	
	
	

	The big book of families                        Maisie’s scrapbook                                 Hats of faith
The jasmine sneeze                                       Golden domes and silver lanterns
	
	
	
	



image20.png




image1.png




image10.png




image2.png




