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Water Mill Primary School

Optional Homework & Inspiration Ideas for Parents

These activities are linked to our current theme in school and are designed to be fun, flexible and engaging. They are completely optional – please feel free to choose the ones that interest your child most. They include a mix of written, practical and visit-based activities, with local free/low-cost suggestions where possible.

Theme 1 – What makes me, me?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Create a “Me Book” with one page about your family, one about your favourite things, and one about your skills.
	

	Written
	Make a labelled drawing of yourself showing main body parts and senses.
	

	Practical
	Create a Cubist-style self-portrait using cut-out paper shapes, inspired by Picasso.
	

	Practical
	Paint a portrait using light and shade in the style of Leonardo da Vinci.
	

	Practical
	Interview a family member about how you have changed since you were a baby and record their answers.
	

	Visit
	Visit Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery to see portraits in different styles.
	Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery (free)

	Visit
	Go on a “senses walk” in a local park and record sounds, smells, and sights on a map.
	Cannon Hill Park (free)
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Theme 2 – What’s the weather like?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Create a comic strip showing a day of extreme weather.
	

	Written
	Keep a 7-day weather diary using drawings and weather symbols.
	

	Practical
	Make a collage of a bonfire using red, orange, and yellow materials.
	

	Practical
	Design and sew a simple Christmas decoration.
	

	Practical
	Build a simple wind sock from fabric or paper to show wind direction.
	

	Visit
	Go for a seasonal walk in a local park – spot signs of the current season.
	Cannon Hill Park / Cotteridge Park (free)

	Visit
	Explore Winterbourne House & Garden to see how plants change with the seasons.
	Winterbourne House & Garden (small fee, free for children)
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Theme 3 – Do you want to play?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Write a diary entry imagining you are a Victorian child at school.
	

	Written
	Create an interview script with questions for someone about their favourite childhood toy.
	

	Practical
	Design and build a small bridge from recycled materials – test how much weight it holds.
	

	Practical
	Sketch a favourite toy using shading to make it look 3D.
	

	Practical
	Make a “museum display box” for a favourite toy, including labels and a short description.
	

	Visit
	Visit Selly Manor Museum to see historical toys and household objects.
	Selly Manor Museum, Bournville (low cost)

	Visit
	Explore Birmingham Library’s local history section for old photos of schools and streets.
	Library of Birmingham (free)
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Theme 4 – Who climbed up the beanstalk?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Write a letter to Jack giving him advice before he climbs the beanstalk.
	

	Written
	Make a fact file about King Charles III.
	

	Practical
	Grow your own bean in a jar or pot – keep a diary of its growth.
	

	Practical
	Design and build a model castle from boxes, Lego, or other construction materials.
	

	Practical
	Create a “Royal Crown” using craft materials.
	

	Visit
	Visit Weoley Castle ruins to explore real medieval remains.
	Weoley Castle (free)

	Visit
	Take a walk through the University of Birmingham campus to spot historical buildings and the clock tower.
	University of Birmingham (free)
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Theme 5 – Are you an animal?
	Activity Type
	Suggested Activity
	Local Link / Resource

	Written
	Write a “Lost Animal” poster describing a real or imaginary creature.
	

	Written
	Create a menu for a healthy meal.
	

	Practical
	Make an animal sculpture from clay, playdough, or recycled materials.
	

	Practical
	Design an “animal home” using natural materials in your garden or local park.
	

	Practical
	Write and decorate a senses poem about a chosen animal habitat.
	

	Visit
	Explore Woodgate Valley Country Park for wildlife spotting, mini-beast hunts, and pond areas.
	Woodgate Valley Country Park (free)

	Visit
	Visit Birmingham Wildlife Conservation Park to see animals up close.
	Small fee
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